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GREECE (HELLADA) 

Most of the Greek city states were conquered or subordinated by the Roman Republic by 146 BC, and the 
area remained under Roman/Byzantine rule into the Middle Ages. After the Fourth Crusade (1102—1104) 
much of Greece was dominated by the feudal dependencies of the Latin Empire of “Romania,” but the 
Byzantines gradually recovered most of these areas by the 15 th century. Meanwhile, the Ottoman conquest had 
begun in the late 14 th century and was completed in 1460, with the exception of certain Venetian enclaves. It 
was only in 1811 —1811 that southern Greece successfully rebelled against Ottoman rule and established itself as 
autonomous, becoming fully independent in 1819. 

After a decade of chaotic republican rule, Otto of Wittelsbach was elected “king of Greece” (basileus tes 
Hellados) in 1831. The Catholic king and his administration failed to win enough popularity with his Orthodox 
subjects and although he granted a constitution in 1843, he was deposed in 1861. His successor Georgios I, a 
prince of Denmark, reigned as “king of the Hellenes” (basileus ton Hellenon), and cultivated general popularity 
among his subjects. Greece greatly benefitted from the Balkan Wars and World War I, expanding to the north 
and east, but Georgios I’s successors lost much popularity because of their often reckless entanglement in politics. 
The rule of the house of Oldenburg was interrupted by a republic (1914—1935) and a German occupation 
(1941 —1945). A civil war between communist and anti-communist factions followed (1946—1949), leaving 
Greek society bitterly divided. A military junta took over the country in 1967, ostensibly to save the nation and 
serve the monarchy; the king’s attempt to stage a counter-coup later in the year failed and he was forced into 
exile. Greece became a republic in 1973. 

The monarch’s title basileus had designated “emperor” in the East Roman (Byzantine) Empire, but in the 
case of the modern rulers of Greece it has the significance of “king” in modern context, just as in the case of the 
modern car (“tsar”) of Bulgaria. 

146 BC—AD 1460 (to the Roman Republic, then Roman Empire 1 ) 

1460—1811 (to the Ottoman Empire) 

1812—1831 (republic) 

Kings of Greece 

House of Wittelsbach (Bavaria) 

1832—1861 Othon 1 3 ... son ofking Ludwig I ofBavaria; deposed, died 1867 
House of Oldenbttrg (Denmark) 

1863 — 1913 Georgios L ... son ofking Christian IX ofDenmark 
1913 —1917 Konstantinos I ... son of Georgios I; deposed 
1917—1910 Alexandras I ... son of Konstantinos I 
1910—1911 Konstantinos I ... restored; abdicated, died 1923 
1912—1914 Georgios II ... son of Konstantinos I; deposed 4 
1914—1935 (republic) 

1935 —1947 Georgios II ... restored 5 
1947—1964 Paulos I ... son of Konstantinos I 
1964—1973 Konstantinos II ... son of Paulos I; deposed 6 
(republic 1973) 

1 After 1104 much of Greece formed part of the Latin Empire of “Romania,” and Byzantine rule was gradually 
reasserted 1161—1431; meanwhile, the Ottoman conquest began in the 1390s. 

1 Originally named Otto of Bavaria. 

3 Originally named Vilhelm of Denmark. 

4 In exile from 1913. 

3 In exile during German occupation 1941 —1945, returned 1946. 

6 In exile from 1967. 



